
Walnut Ridge Elementary 

 
Dear Walnut Ridge Elementary Families: 

The Lawrence County School District is one of the districts in the state of Arkansas, receiving approval 
for use of Alternative Methods of Instruction (AMI) days during the 2017-2018 school year.  The 
approval of our AMI plan allows the opportunity for all Lawrence County School District students to be 
engaged in relevant learning on inclement weather or emergency days when conditions prevent schools 
from being in session. 

What is an alternative method of instruction (AMI) plan? 

Act 862 of 2017 allows a public school district to develop a plan for alternative methods of instruction 
implemented on days when school closes due to exceptional or emergency circumstances. The district 
received the equivalent of five student attendance days as alternative methods of instruction (AMI) 
days. AMI days are to be used on days when the Lawrence County School District is closed due to 
emergency circumstances or inclement weather.  AMI days allow for learning to take place when school 
is closed for unforeseen circumstances.  The goal is to avoid an interruption in the learning process for 
our students.  If the students engage in the learning experience offered during an AMI day, then the day 
counts as a regular school day, instead of a make-up day.    

How will an AMI day work? 

Walnut Ridge Elementary (K-4) students will receive a take home packet inclusive of assignments in 
Literacy, Math, and Science.  The same assignments post under the AMI tab on the school’s website.  
Students will also receive links to educational websites that will provide enrichment and remediation 
practices. In the event of cancellation, the school will communicate which packet to complete.  In the 
event of an unanticipated event, the school will send out messages through the Alert Now phone 
system.  A verification form, instructions, and labeled work is included under each day’s assignment.   

Parents will receive a verification sheet to complete for each days absence.  Returning the verification 
with the packet/s is mandatory to receive credit.  Students that do not turn in the verification form or 
packet will receive an unexcused absence.  The packets and folders are due back on the next regular day 
of school.  Students will receive extra time to complete work under extenuating circumstances.  

Teachers will keep the assignments in the folders and website current.  Teachers will be available for 
student assistance through email and through their school app during regular school hours to answer 
any questions regarding the assignment/s.  Emails post to the school’s web page.   

We are proud to be a district receiving AMI days.  We will monitor and make the necessary adjustments 
to improve our AMI plan that will best meet the needs of our students.  We welcome your feedback and 
invite you to share information with us. 

Ms. Cheadle 

Elementary Principal 


