
O Captain! My Captain!
by Walt Whitman

O Captain! My Captain! our fearful trip is done;
The ship has weather’d every rack, the prize we sought is won;
The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting,
While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring:

        But O heart! heart! heart!
            O the bleeding drops of red,
                Where on the deck my Captain lies,
                    Fallen cold and dead.

O Captain! My Captain! rise up and hear the bells;
Rise up—for you the flag is flung—for you the bugle trills;
For you bouquets and ribbon’d wreaths—for you the shores a-crowding;
    For you they call, the swaying mass, their eager faces turning;

        Here captain! dear father!
            This arm beneath your head;
                It is some dream that on the deck,
                    You’ve fallen cold and dead.

My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still;
My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will;
The ship is anchor’d safe and sound, its voyage closed and done;
From fearful trip, the victor ship, comes in with object won;

        Exult, O shores, and ring, O bells!
            But I, with mournful tread,
                Walk the deck my captain lies,
                    Fallen cold and dead.
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Name: _______________________Elegy for Lincoln: 
Walt Whitman’s Poem

President Abraham Lincoln shot by John Wilkes Booth and 
died on April 15, 1865 in Washington, D.C. The Civil War 
had ended just six days earlier when Confederate General Lee 
surrendered to Union General Grant. 
Later in 1865 Walt Whitman, a poet and journalist, wrote the 
poem “O Captain! My Captain!” about Lincoln and his tragic 
death. The poem is an elegy, which is a serious poem usually 
about someone’s death. 

Short Answer
1. Who does the Captain represent 

in the poem?

________________________________

________________________________

2. What does the ship represent  
in the poem?

________________________________

________________________________

3. What do bells and “bouquets and 
ribbon’d wreaths” represent  
in the poem?

________________________________

________________________________

4. Give two examples of  alliteration  
in the poem.

________________________________

________________________________
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Churchill’s Speech: We Shall Fight on the Beaches

I have, myself, full confi dence that if all do their duty, if nothing is neglected, and if the 
best arrangements are made, as they are being made, we shall prove ourselves once again 
able to defend our Island home, to ride out the storm of war, and to outlive the menace of 
tyranny, if necessary for years, if necessary alone.

At any rate, that is what we are going to try to do. That is the resolve of His Majesty’s 
Government - every man of them. That is the will of Parliament and the nation.

The British Empire and the French Republic, linked together in their cause and in 
their need, will defend to the death their native soil, aiding each other like good comrades 
to the utmost of their strength.

Even though large tracts of Europe and many old and famous States have fallen or may 
fall into the grip of the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, we shall not fl ag 
or fail.

We shall go on to the end, we shall fi ght in France, we shall fi ght on the seas and 
oceans, we shall fi ght with growing confi dence and growing strength in the air, we shall 
defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fi ght on the beaches, we shall fi ght 
on the landing grounds, we shall fi ght in the fi elds and in the streets, we shall fi ght in 
the hills; we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this 
Island or a large part of it were subjugated and starving, then our Empire beyond the 
seas, armed and guarded by the British Fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God’s 
good time, the New World, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the 
liberation of the old.

Why does Churchill repeat the phrase “we shall fi ght” over and over? How does it 
support the main purpose of this speech?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Great Britain’s Prime Minister Winston Churchill delivered a speech to the House of 
Commons on June 4, 1940. Churchill explained that the British effort in World War II 
was not going well and that a German invasion of Britain was possible. A gifted orator, 
Churchill knew he must convince the British people that victory would come someday. When 
Churchill gave his speech, the U.S. had not yet entered World War II. He references his hope 
that “the New World,” meaning the U.S., would join the war. Below is the end of his speech.

NAME: ______________________________________



LEVEL IV, UNIT 18 © EMC Publishing, LLCExceeding the Standards: Grammar & Style

Name:  ____________________________________________________   Date:  __________________

LESSON 3 

Sentence Structure: Simple, Compound, Complex, 
and Compound-Complex Sentences

A simple sentence consists of one independent clause and no subordinate clauses. 
It may have a compound subject and a compound predicate. It may also have any 
number of phrases. A simple sentence is sometimes called an independent clause
because it can stand by itself.

examples
Three bears emerged from the forest.
They spotted the campers and the hikers and decided to pay a visit.
The three bears enjoyed eating the campers’ fish, sandwiches, and candy bars.

A compound sentence consists of two sentences joined by a semicolon or by a 
coordinating conjunction and a comma. Each part of the compound sentence has 
its own subject and verb. The most common coordinating conjunctions are and, or, 
nor, for, but, so, and yet.

examples
Feeding bears is dangerous and unwise, for it creates larger problems in the long run.
Our zoo is home to two panda bears; they were originally captured in Asia.

A complex sentence consists of one independent clause and one or more 
subordinate clauses. The subordinate clauses in the examples below are underlined.

examples
When you finish your report, remember to print it out on paper that contains 
25 percent cotton fiber. 

Jim will water the lawn after he returns home from the baseball game.

A compound-complex sentence has two or more independent clauses and at least 
one subordinate clause. In the following examples, the subordinate clauses are 
underlined.

examples
Rabbits, which like to nibble on the flowers, often visit my garden early in the 
morning, or they wait until early evening when the dog is inside the house.

Larry enthusiastically leaps out of bed each morning after his alarm clock rings, 
yet he often feels sleepy in the afternoon.
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E X E R C I S E 1

Identifying Simple, Compound, Complex, and Compound-Complex Sentences 
in Literature

Identify each of the following ten sentences in the literature passage as simple, 
compound, complex, or compound-complex. Write your answers on the 
corresponding lines below.

1Until that August the house had been occupied by an old Jewish couple. 2Over 
the years I had become part of their family, without their knowing it, of course. 
3I had a view of their kitchen and their backyard, and though I could not hear what 
they said, I knew when they were arguing, when one of them was sick, and many 
other things. 4I knew all this by watching them at mealtimes. 5I could see their 
kitchen table, the sink, and the stove.
 6During good times, he sat at the table and read his newspapers while she fixed 
the meals. 7If they argued, he would leave and the old woman would sit and stare 
at nothing for a long time. 8When one of them was sick, the other would come 
and get things from the kitchen and carry them out on a tray. 9The old man had 
died in June. 10The last week of school I had not seen him at the table at all.

from “American History,” page 120
Judith Ortiz Cofer 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

 5.  

 6.  

 7.  

 8.  

 9.  

 10.  

E X E R C I S E 2

Understanding Sentence Structure

Write sentences containing the elements described in each of the directions below.

 1. simple sentence with simple subject and simple predicate

 2. simple sentence with compound subject and compound predicate

 3. compound sentence using conjunction and
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 4. compound sentence using conjunction for

 5. compound sentence with one independent clause having a compound subject and the other 
independent clause having a compound predicate

 6. compound sentence using semicolon

 7. complex sentence using one independent and one subordinate clause

 8. complex sentence using one independent and two subordinate clauses

 9. compound-complex sentence using two independent clauses and one subordinate clause

 10. compound-complex sentence using two independent and two subordinate clauses

E X E R C I S E 3

Using Different Sentence Structures in Your Writing

Choose a climactic event that occurrs in a novel or short story that you have 
recently read. Write a vivid description of this event, including characters, setting, 
and outcome. Ask a peer reader to read your description and try to identify the 
work of fiction in which it occurs. Use a variety of simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences in your description of the event. Use your own sheet 
of paper for this exercise.
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Inclement Weather Math Packet #3 
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Growing Grass in Different Brightnesses of Light 
Mrs. Walling's class was curious after learning about the different brightnesses of lights. They 

wondered about how the brightness would affect a plant growing. They worked together in 3 different teams to 
grow grass in many different brightnesses of lights around the classroom. Group 1 's hypothesis was that all the 

plants would grow the same because the light brightness wasn't that different from place to place in the room. 
Group 2's hypothesis was that the plants by the window would grow the best since it had the most natural light. 

Group 3's hypothesis was that almost all the plants would grow the same because the light brightness wasn't 

that different from place to place in the room. They thought the plants under the couch and behind the cabinet 

would grow the least since those locations don't get as much natural light. They measured out the same 

amount of soil and grass seed and grew them all in the same type of container. Each time they measured the 

grass growth, they watered the plants with 15 ml of tap water. 

Location 

Classroom 
(middle) 

Classroom 
(window) 

Classroom 
(under furniture) 

Classroom 
(behind 
bookshelf) 

Classroom 
(under 
document 
camera light) 

Classroom (on 
top of shelves) 

Classroom 
(reading spots -
under lamp) 

Growing Grass in Different Brightnesses of Light 
Table 1· 

Day2 Day4 Day 6 Day 8 

0cm. 1 cm. 8cm. 12 cm. 

0 cm. 0cm. 6 cm. 12 cm. 

0 cm. 1 cm. 6cm 12 cm. 

0 cm. 2 cm. 3 cm. 3 cm. 

0 cm. 3 cm. 9 cm. 12 cm. 

0cm. 4cm. 10 cm. 14 cm. 

0 cm. 5cm. 5cm. 10 cm. 

Day 10 

17 cm. 

15cm. 

15 cm. 

4 cm. 

13 cm. 

15 cm. 

14cm. 

1. How much more did the grass in the middle of the classroom grow than the grass on top of the 
shelves? _________ _ 



2. Which location at day 8 had grown 3 cm? ----------
3. Which plant grew the best? -----------
4. Which plant grew the least? -----------
5. How much had the grass under the document camera light grow by day 6? 

6. How long did it take for the the class to start seeing any results? _________ _ 

7. A student concluded that the amount of light didn't make a lot of difference in the growth of the plants 
for all the places that had a reasonable amount of light. The places that were nearly dark did not grow 
as well. Does the information in Table 1 support this statement? 

a. Yes, because the grass in all the places except behind the dark bookshelf grew close to the 
same. 

b. Yes, because the grass in all the places grew close to the same. 
c. No, because they almost all grew different heights in centimeters. 
d. No, because on every day, they had different growth amounts. 

8. Make a conclusion for Mrs. Walling's class experiment using Table 1. Use at least 2 pieces of evidence to 
support your answer. 

9. Which group's hypothesis was accurate? Use evidence from the table to support your answer. 

10. Which graph could best represents the data in the table? 

a. Line graph 
b. Bar graph 
C. Pie graph 

d. Pictograph 

11. Group three thought they should repeat the experiment with 30 ml of water in some cups and 20 ml of 
water in other cups. Would this help them determine if the brightness of light affected how well the plant grew? 

Why or why not? 



 





 





 






