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Kipling’s Point of ViewKipling’s Point of View

Before:

’Twas not while England’s sword unsheathed
Put half a world to fl ight,
Nor while their new-built cities breathed
Secure behind her might;
Not while she poured from Pole to Line
Treasure and ships and men—
These worshippers at Freedoms shrine
They did not quit her then!

Not till their foes were driven forth
By England o’er the main—
Not till the Frenchman from the North
Had gone with shattered Spain;
Not till the clean-swept oceans showed
No hostile fl ag unrolled,
Did they remember that they owed
To Freedom—and were bold!
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British poet and author Rudyard Kipling published “The American Rebellion” in 1911. 
Below is the fi rst part of the poem.

What is Kipling’s point of view about the American Revolution in this part of the poem? 
Cite text examples to support your analysis.
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Name: ______________________________Mark Twain: 
Travels Abroad

Mark Twain is known for his fictional works, but he also wrote one of  the best-selling travel books of  all time: The Innocents 
Abroad. Published in 1869, Twain’s book tells of  his trip through Europe and the Mideast in 1867. 

Below is a passage from the book. Twain has arrived in Gibraltar, gateway to the Mediterranean Sea. He is taking a tour 
of  Rock of  Gibraltar and has already heard the story of  the Queen’s Chair which he says is  “a legend that had nothing very 
astonishing about it, even in the first place.”

The Innocents Abroad Chapter VII 

The gallery guns command the peninsula and the harbors of  both 
oceans, but they might as well not be there, I should think, for 
an army could hardly climb the perpendicular wall of  the rock 

anyhow. Those lofty portholes afford superb views of  the sea, though. 
At one place, where a jutting crag was hollowed out into a great chamber 
whose furniture was huge cannon and whose windows were portholes, a 
glimpse was caught of  a hill not far away, and a soldier said:

“That high hill yonder is called the Queen’s Chair; it is because a queen of  Spain placed her chair there once when the 
French and Spanish troops were besieging Gibraltar, and said she would never move from the spot till the English flag was 
lowered from the fortresses. If  the English hadn’t been gallant enough to lower the flag for a few hours one day, she’d have had 
to break her oath or die up there.”

 On the topmost pinnacle of  Gibraltar we halted a good while, and no doubt the mules were tired. They had a right 
to be. The military road was good, but rather steep, and there was a good deal of  it. The view from the narrow ledge was 
magnificent; from it vessels seeming like the tiniest little toy boats were turned into noble ships by the telescopes, and other 
vessels that were fifty miles away and even sixty, they said, and invisible to the naked eye, could be clearly distinguished through 
those same telescopes. Below, on one side, we looked down upon an endless mass of  batteries and on the other straight down 
to the sea.

While I was resting ever so comfortably on a rampart, and cooling my baking head in the delicious breeze, an officious 
guide belonging to another party came up and said:

“Senor, that high hill yonder is called the Queen’s Chair—”
“Sir, I am a helpless orphan in a foreign land. Have pity on me. Don’t—now don’t inflict that most in-FERNAL old legend 

on me anymore today!”
There—I had used strong language after promising I would never do so again; but the provocation was more than 

human nature could bear. If  you had been bored so, when you had the noble panorama of  Spain and Africa and the blue 
Mediterranean spread abroad at your feet, and wanted to gaze and enjoy and surfeit yourself  in its beauty in silence, you might 
have even burst into stronger language than I did. 

Questions:

1. Find a quotation from the passage that tells what Twain thought about the view. 

2. How did the Spanish queen finally get to move from her chair?

3. What did Twain want to do rather than listen to the Queen’s Chair legend again?

4. Do you think Twain’s description of  his Rock of  Gibraltar tour encouraged others to go there? Why or why not?

The Rock of Gibraltar
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Name:  ____________________________________________________   Date:  __________________

LESSON 2 

Subjects and Predicates

Just as the sentence is the basic building block of the English language, the subject 
and predicate are the basic building blocks in a sentence. Every sentence has two basic 
parts: a subject and a predicate. The subject tells whom or what the sentence is about.
 The predicate tells information about the subject—what the subject is, what the 
subject does, or what happens to the subject.

example
sentence  The yellow-eyed owls | sat quietly in the oak tree.

 (subject) (predicate)

To find the subject, ask who or what performs the action of the verb.

example
Who sat quietly in the oak tree? the yellow-eyed owls (subject)

To find the predicate, ask what the subject does or is.

example
What did the yellow-eyed owls do? sat quietly in the oak tree. (predicate)

E X E R C I S E 1

Identifying Subjects and Predicates in Literature

In each of the following sentences, draw a vertical line between the subject and predicate.

We leave the chairs, find the side stage door, and slip behind the curtains. Angels 

and shepherds are standing in dismayed clumps. The painted wood silhouettes 

of sheep and cattle look stupidly baffled. We see Adele, wide and flat-rumped in 

a red suit, and Norris, with his bald man’s ring of hair, standing with the principal 

nun, gesturing and gabbling excitedly. The wounded boy is nowhere to be seen. 

Wallacette is gone too.
from “Destiny,” page 70

Louise Erdrich
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E X E R C I S E 2

Understanding Subjects and Predicates

Write a sentence for each subject or predicate listed, adding the missing part and 
any other details to create a clear, complete sentence.

 1. Called the restaurant to order take-out food

 2. A small boy with a red cap

 3. The solitary swing-set in the middle of the playground

 4. Swatted the buzzing flies

 5. Dropped off into the chasm

 6. A singer who couldn’t remember the lyrics

 7. Collapsed in a heap of rubble

 8. My uncle who had served in the Vietnam War

 9. Each person sitting in this auditorium

 10. The loud rumble echoing through the valley

E X E R C I S E 3

Using Subjects and Predicates in Your Writing

Write a brief memoir, for your school literary magazine, about a place that holds 
pleasant memories for you, such as a park, a grandparent’s house, or a vacation 
spot. Include details that describe the characteristics of the place, and explain why 
it holds good memories for you. Make sure each sentence includes a subject and 
predicate and creates a clear picture. Use your own sheet of paper for this exercise.
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Inclement Weather Math Packet #4 
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Hearing Ranges in Mammals 

Name --------------

1 Hertz = 1 vibration/second 

I.ow Fn:queru:y Wave 

Sound is energy that is made by vibrations. When any object 

vibrates it causes movement in the air. The air particles then bumps 

into each other and then bump into others. This continued bumping 

cause a sound wave. These sound waves moved through the air. 

Every wave has a specific back and forth motion. How frequent the 

wave moves back and forth is its frequency. The frequency of a wave 

is measured by the number of complete back and forth vibrations of a 

particle of the object per unit of time. If a particle of air vibrates 1000 

vibrations in 2 seconds, then the frequency of the wave would be 500 

vibrations per second. A commonly used unit for frequency is the Hertz 

(abbreviated Hz). When the vibrations are fast, the sound is high. 

When the vibrations are slow, the sound is low. 
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Interesting facts about sound: 

• Sound waves can bend around corners and obstacles. 

• Frequency is also called the pitch of the sound. 

• Frequency (hertz) and loudness (decibels} are related, but not the same thing . 

• The speed of sound is around 767 miles per hour (1,230 kilometres per hour). 

• Kids have a slightly larger hearing frequency range than adults. 

• The scientific study of sound waves is known as acoustics. 

• Crickets have their hearing organs in their knees. 

• Snakes do not have ears, but "hear" vibrations through their skin that is touching the ground. 

Answer the following questions from the text. 

1. According to the text, a high pitch sound has a _______ wave. 

2. Sound travels in _______ _ 

3. How fast does sound travel? __________ _ 

4. How is the frequency of a wave measured? 

a. the number of complete back and forth vibrations of a particle of the object per unit of time 

b. how loud the sound is 

c. how many animals can hear the sound 

d. how high the sound waves go 

5. True or False: All animals have ears. 

6. The label for the frequency of a wave is called _________ _ 
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Table 1: Student Science Team Observations about Sound 

Student Observation 

Teams 

Red Sound is energy. It travels in waves and can move and bend around things. How high or low the 
Team sound is depends on the frequency or how much movement the sound wave has in a second of 

time. 

Green Mammals hear lots of different ranges of sounds. Not all animals hear the same frequencies. 
Team Humans hear lower sounds than gerbils, cows, and cats. 

Orange Brown bats have the smallest range of hearing but they hear really high pitched sounds. Not all 
Team animals have ears but some can hear in other ways. 

Yellow Elephants hear very low frequency sounds. Bottlenose Dolphins have a very large range of 
Team sound frequencies they can hear. Animal's ears pick up sound differently. 
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Name ----------------

Table 2: Student Science Team Claims about Sound 

Student Claims 
Teams 

Red Sound can be different depending on the speed of vibration of the sound waves. 
Team 

Green Animals hear lots of different ranges than each other and humans. 
Team 

Orange All animals hear the same. 
Team 

Yellow Dolphins and Elephants are on the opposite side of the frequency spectrum for high and low 
Team sounds. 

Using the text, Figure 1, and the student observations and claims, answer the following questions. 

7. Is the Orange Team's claim supported by the observations they have made about sound? 
a. Yes, because all animals do hear. 
b. No, because not all animals hear the same ranges of sounds and not all animals have ears. 
c. Yes, because all animals have ears. 
d. No, because not all animals can hear low pitched sound. 

8. Which of the following claims is best supported by the information in the passage, figure, or observations? 

a. Sound travels very fast. 
b. Sound cannot move through objects. 
c. Some animals can't hear since they don't have ears. 
d. Cows can hear higher frequency sounds than cats can . 

9. How much larger is the bottlenose dolphin's range of hearing than the rabbit's? ______ ___ _ 

10. Which team made innaccurate observations from the facts they read about sound? 

a. Red Team 
b. Green Team 
c. Orange Team 
d. Yellow Team 

11 . How many marine mammals from Figure 1 can hear sounds under 100 Hz? 

a. 0 
b. 2 
C. 8 
d. 5 

12. If there was a sound that was 100,000 Hz, which mammals from Chart 1 could hear the sound? 



 





 





 






